
What details can you give on Masahiko Kimura's teacher, Motosuke Hamano?

Copilot said:

Copilot

Information on Motosuke Hamano (浜野元甫 / Hamano Motosuke) is surprisingly sparse in 

English-language sources because he was primarily known within the Japanese bonsai 

community rather than as a public author or international demonstrator. However, several points 

are reasonably well documented.

Who was Motosuke Hamano?

 Motosuke Hamano was a respected Japanese bonsai master and owner of Tōju-en (Toju-

en) Bonsai Garden in Ōmiya Bonsai Village, Saitama, one of the most important 

centers of bonsai cultivation in Japan.Omiya Bonsai Nurseries+1

 He is best known internationally as the teacher of Masahiko Kimura, who would later 

become one of the most influential bonsai artists of the modern era.wikipedia+1

 Hamano died in 1991, after which the nursery remained in the Hamano 

family.blogspot+1

Relationship with Masahiko Kimura

 When Kimura was about 15 years old, his mother persuaded him to enter a bonsai 

apprenticeship instead of pursuing his dream of becoming a rock musician. He 

entered Tōju-en under Hamano.wikipedia+1

 Kimura remained there for approximately 11 years, training under Hamano until the 

mid-1960s.wikipedia+1

 Although Kimura later became famous for radically innovative styling, dramatic 

deadwood carving, and extreme trunk movement, his foundation came from the 

traditional apprenticeship system that Hamano represented.bonsaiempire+1

His influence on bonsai



Hamano's reputation rests less on published work and more on the accomplishments of his 

students.

Known apprentices associated with Tōju-en include:

 Masahiko Kimura, often called the "Magician" of bonsai.wikipedia+1

 Teruo Kurosu, another professional bonsai grower who studied under Hamano.Omiya 

Bonsai Nurseries

The fact that Kimura emerged from Hamano's nursery is significant. Kimura revolutionized 

modern bonsai aesthetics, yet he was trained in a very traditional environment. Many bonsai 

historians view this as evidence that Hamano provided an exceptionally solid technical 

foundation.bonsaialchemist+1

Tōju-en Bonsai Garden

 Tōju-en was established in 1929 in the Ōmiya Bonsai Village.Omiya Bonsai Nurseries

 Hamano operated it during the period when Ōmiya was becoming the world's most 

influential bonsai center.Omiya Bonsai Nurseries

 Following Motosuke Hamano's death, the nursery was run by Hiromi Hamano, 

indicating a family continuity typical of Japanese bonsai houses.blogspot+1

What is not well documented?

Unfortunately, I could not find reliable sources giving:

 Hamano's birth date.

 Detailed biography or lineage of his own teachers.

 Published writings by him.

 Specific bonsai styles or techniques uniquely attributed to him.

Compared with Kimura, Hamano belongs to an earlier generation of bonsai professionals whose 

reputation was built through apprenticeship and nursery work rather than books, videos, or 



international exhibitions. His legacy therefore survives largely through Tōju-en and through 

students such as Masahiko Kimura.wikipedia+1

In a sense, Hamano's historical importance is that he trained the man who would become 

arguably the most influential bonsai artist of the late 20th century. Without Hamano's instruction 

at Tōju-en, Kimura's later innovations might never have developed from such a strong traditional 

base.wikipedia+1
Sources

You said:

What was Hamano's bonsai philosophy?

Copilot said:

Copilot

The honest answer is that Hamano's philosophy is not well documented in accessible sources, 

at least compared with later masters such as Kimura, Saburo Kato, or John Naka. I could not find 

writings, interviews, or lectures by Motosuke Hamano that explicitly lay out a formal bonsai 

philosophy.Omiya Bonsai Nurseries+1

However, we can infer several things from his role, his nursery, and the artists he trained.

1. He represented the traditional Ōmiya school

Hamano operated Toju-en in Ōmiya Bonsai Village, the historic center of Japanese bonsai 

culture. During Kimura's apprenticeship, the dominant style in Japan emphasized:

 Classical proportions

 Naturalistic movement

 Refinement through long-term cultivation

 Respect for established forms and exhibition standards

Kimura's later innovations were controversial specifically because they departed from these 

conventions, suggesting Hamano's teaching was rooted in traditional bonsai 

aesthetics.bonsaialchemist+2

2. He believed in rigorous apprenticeship



Kimura trained under Hamano for 11 years, beginning at age 15. Such apprenticeships in 

postwar Japan were extremely demanding and involved much more than styling trees. 

Apprentices learned:

 Watering

 Repotting

 Soil preparation

 Fertilization

 Pest management

 Display preparation

 Nursery operations

The length of Kimura's training suggests Hamano viewed bonsai mastery as a product of 

discipline and accumulated craft rather than artistic inspiration alone.wikipedia+1

3. Technique came before creativity

An interesting clue about Hamano's philosophy comes from Kimura himself. Kimura became 

famous for breaking rules only after spending more than a decade learning traditional methods. 

His revolutionary work was built on impeccable horticultural skill.

This suggests Hamano's approach was likely:

First learn how to grow and maintain trees correctly; artistic innovation comes later.

That attitude is common among traditional Japanese bonsai teachers and is consistent with the 

fact that Kimura's trees, despite their dramatic styling, remained horticulturally 

sound.bonsaiempire+1

4. His greatest legacy may have been developing artists rather 
than promoting himself

Unlike Kimura, Hamano left little public record. Yet multiple professional bonsai artists emerged 

from Toju-en, including Kimura and Teruo Kurosu.Omiya Bonsai Nurseries+1

That suggests a philosophy centered on:



 Training successors

 Preserving skills

 Maintaining nursery standards

 Passing on knowledge through direct mentorship

rather than personal fame or publication.Omiya Bonsai Nurseries+1

A plausible summary

Based on the available evidence, Hamano's bonsai philosophy was probably something close to:

"Master the fundamentals of tree cultivation, respect traditional bonsai principles, and let skill 

develop through long-term discipline."

The irony is that this traditional foundation produced Masahiko Kimura, who later transformed 

modern bonsai. In that sense, Hamano's greatest contribution may have been teaching tradition 

so thoroughly that one of his students was able to transcend it.wikipedia+2

If you'd like, I can also dig into Japanese-language sources and bonsai publications to see 

whether Hamano's teachers, lineage, or specific styling preferences are documented anywhere 

more obscure.
Sources

You said:

What trees did Hamano specialize in?

Copilot said:

Copilot

There is no widely documented source that identifies a particular tree species as Motosuke 

Hamano's specialty. Unlike later bonsai celebrities who became strongly associated with 

specific material (for example, Kimura with shimpaku junipers), Hamano left relatively little 

published record.wikipedia+1

That said, there are a few clues:

Evidence from Toju-en



The current description of Toju-en, the nursery founded and operated by Hamano, states that the 

garden produces many:

 Goyo-matsu (Japanese White Pine, Pinus parviflora)

 Shohin bonsai (small-sized bonsai)

and has focused on making bonsai accessible to the public through classes since 

1966.omiyabonsai

Because this description reflects the nursery rather than Hamano personally, it is not proof that 

white pine was his specialty, but it suggests that pines were an important part of the Toju-en 

tradition.omiyabonsai

What his students suggest

Kimura trained under Hamano for eleven years before becoming famous for his work 

on shimpaku junipers. However, there is no evidence that Hamano himself was specifically a 

juniper specialist. In fact, Kimura's extreme juniper styling appears to have been largely his own 

innovation after his apprenticeship.wikipedia+1

More likely: a generalist nursery master

The strongest evidence suggests Hamano belonged to the older generation of Ōmiya 

professionals who were expected to cultivate and train a wide range of traditional bonsai stock 

rather than focus on a single species. His reputation seems to have been based on:

 Technical proficiency

 Apprenticeship training

 Nursery management

 Development of future professionals

rather than on a signature tree species.matsubonsai+1

My best assessment

If I had to rank the possibilities from available evidence:



1. Japanese White Pine (Goyo-matsu) — most plausible documented connection through 

Toju-en.omiyabonsai

2. General conifer bonsai (especially pines) — likely given the traditional Ōmiya nursery 

culture.omiyabonsai+1

3. Junipers — possible, but I found no evidence that Hamano was known for them 

specifically; that association belongs much more strongly to Kimura.wikipedia

So the most accurate answer is that Hamano was not known publicly as a species specialist, 

and the available record points more toward him being a highly respected traditional 

bonsai teacher than a master identified with one particular type of tree. Omiya Bonsai 

Nurseries - magiminiland.org+1

Results from a few moments of inquiry on MS CoPilot Chat 06/18/26 p.m.


	Copilot said:
	Who was Motosuke Hamano?
	Relationship with Masahiko Kimura
	His influence on bonsai
	Tōju-en Bonsai Garden
	What is not well documented?
	You said:
	Copilot said:


	1. He represented the traditional Ōmiya school
	2. He believed in rigorous apprenticeship
	3. Technique came before creativity
	4. His greatest legacy may have been developing artists rather than promoting himself
	A plausible summary
	You said:
	Copilot said:

	Evidence from Toju-en
	What his students suggest
	More likely: a generalist nursery master
	My best assessment


